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11-year-old Mirka
is a big draw for
cartoonist Barry
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B
ATMAN,
Superman,
Spider Man
move over,
there’s a new

superhero in town — an
11-year-old Orthodox
Jewish girl!

Portland-based author
Barry Deutsch has created
Mirka who has starred in two
Hereville comic books.

Barry introduced the world
to Mirka in How Mirka Got
Her Sword and has followed it
with second book, How Mirka
Met a Meteorite.

But he revealed that his
hero originally began life as a
male character.

“Mirka started with the
idea of a medieval fairytale
hero, who was having trouble
with his dragon fighting
because, in his country, Jews
weren’t allowed to carry
swords,” the 44-year-old
explained. 

“As usually happens to
ideas, time produces radical
changes, and by the time the
girl-friendly comics site
Girlamatic asked me to
submit something, the idea of
an 11-year-old Orthodox girl’s
quest for a sword was right
there.”

But why did Barry make
his heroine Orthodox?

“I’ve always enjoyed comics
that use culturally specific
settings — Usagi Yojimno
and Love and Rockets are two
of my favourites,” he said. 

“I think comics are an
especially good medium for
that, because instead of
having to explain, comics can
simply embed the reader in a
new culture. 

“It’s not a lecture, it’s not
‘educational’, it’s just there,
inseparable from the
characters’ lives. 

“So I was eager to try that
out, and setting Hereville in
an Orthodox Jewish
community gave me a reason
to research my own Jewish
heritage.”

Barry describes the
Orthodoxy as a “little
important to the storyline”
adding that “it is mainly
important to the setting and
to the main character. It’s an
irremovable part of who
Mirka is”.

And the Hereville books are
aimed at a unique audience —
Barry.

“I write and draw the
comics that I want to read,”
he laughed. 

“But I certainly intend
Hereville to be read by a
general readership. Anyone
who enjoys a good adventure
story with an unusual
protagonist can enjoy
Hereville.”

Barry is unmarried, but
lives in a semi-communal
house, which he co-owns with
his partners Sarah and
Charles, who he has lived with
since the late 1980s. 

“There are nine of us
altogether, including two
lovely smart girls, aged seven
and nine, who are two of my
best friends. 

“We watch Doctor Who

together and discuss escape
plans should the Weeping
Angels suddenly attack.

“They have definitely been
an influence on Mirka.”

Barry is working on the
third Mirka book and has at
least another two planned
after that. 

He said: “I love the
character and the setting,
and as long as I have stories
that seem fresh and worth
telling, and as long as the
market keeps on irrationally
supporting me rather than
making me acquire a real job,
there will be more Hereville
books.”

Barry didn’t have high
hopes for the Hereville series.

“Weird concept, weird
colour scheme, unknown
creator — I was expecting it
to flop like a fish, frankly,” he
told me.

Barry describes himself as
“Jewish and secular”, adding:
“My parents raised me a
reform Jew; we went to
synagogue only on big
holidays, and I barely
attended at all after my
barmitzvah. 

“My parents became much
more religious after I had
moved out. I’m still
extremely secular in my life,
and I identify as a Jewish
atheist. 

“One of the benefits of
working on Hereville is that it
gives me a way to connect to

Judaism in my everyday life
that I’d probably lack
otherwise.”

Barry became a comic book
fans before he could actually
read.

He said: “My parents had
the original art to a Sunday
page of Walt Kelly’s ‘Pogo’ on
their wall, and I’d stare at
this one page, rereading it
hundreds of times.

“Professionally, I had been
doing political cartoons for
many years without making
much money at it. 

“I did Hereville as a
webcomic for fun and, when I
had about 60 pages done, I
self-published a booklet of it
and sold it at a local
convention in Portland,
Oregon. 

“Next to me at the
convention was Scott
McCloud, who is a pretty
famous cartoonist. His agent
came by his table and picked
up a copy of Hereville. 

“A week later I had an
agent and three months after
that, a book deal. It was
head-spinning.”

Barry, who cites Faith Erin
Hicks’ Superhero Girl as one of

his recent favourites, says his
home town is “great for
Jews”. 

He said: “It’s not like the
northeast of America, where
you can’t go anywhere
without bumping into a
bunch of other Jews, but
there are a group of us here
and there are thriving
synagogues and schools.

“I haven’t encountered any
open antisemitism here at
all.”

Barry had never planned on
making a career out of comic
books.

He said he was “committed
to becoming a vet until age 12
or so, when I took my first
biology class that asked me
to dissect something. 

“It turns out that being an
animal doctor is actually
fairly disgusting — which you
think I would have picked up
from reading James Herriot. 

“Ever since that traumatic
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event I’ve wanted to be
a cartoonist.”

Barry is working on
the third Hereville
story — which, he
revealed, involves on a
magic fish.

He has also
contributed a short
story to an anthology
of feminist comics. 

Barry’s story in The
Big Feminist But is
called How To Make A
Man Out Of Tin Foil
and is set in a Jewish
summer camp.

� Hereville: How Mirka Met a
Meteorite is published by
Amulet Books, priced £9.99.
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SHABBAT PRAYERS: A page from
the latest Hereville book

THERE is a look at how Hitler became
such an appealing figure to so many in
The Dark Charisma of Adolf Hitler on
Monday (9pm) on BBC2.

Actor Daniel Radcliffe discusses his
role in the eight Harry Potter films and
tells how the character has changed his
life in Daniel Radcliffe: Being Harry
Potter on Sunday (9pm) on Sky 1.

The Chef Who Conquered New York:
Serving Up Paul Liebrandt on Monday
(9pm) on BBC4 follows the cook’s
career over the course of a decade.

Author Michael Chabon is one of the
guests on Mariella’s Book Show on
Thursday (8pm) on Sky Arts 1.

PIANIST Igor Levit has signed a long-term deal with
Sony Classical.

His first release for the label — next autumn — will
feature Beethoven’s last five sonatas and will be
recorded in Berlin in January 2013.

A BBC Radio 3 New Generation Artist, Levit has
received international acclaim since he appeared as
the youngest artist ever at the Arthur Rubinstein
International Piano Master Competition in 2005,
where he won four awards. 

Born in 1987 in Nizhny Novgorod, Russia, the
Jewish pianist moved to Germany with his family at
the age of eight. He is a graduate of the Hochschule
für Musik in Hannover, where he achieved the
highest grades in the academy’s history.

� www.igorlevit.com

Record deal
for Levit

ISRAELI television series Sabri
Maranan has been bought by
American network ABC.

The American production will
be called Tribes.

Sabri Maranan tells the story
of a Jewish family which meets
for Friday night dinner.

The main characters are a
young married couple who spend
one weekend with the husband’s
family and the next with the

wife’s relatives. 
It is the second TV show that

Israeli network Keshet has
exported to the America.

The first was drama Hatufim
(Prisoners of War) which was
adapted into Homeland.

Israeli TV show
is bought by US

FRENCH Jewish
filmmakers Olivier
Nackache and Eric
Toledano are up for
gongs at the European

Film Awards in Valletta,
Malta, on December 1.

They have been
nominated for best film
for Intouchables, while

they are also up for best
European screenwriter.

Shame, produced by
Emile Sherman, is also
nominated for best film.

Filmmakers nominated for award

Fantasy is
a reality
for Lavie

ISRAELI author Lavie Tidhar has spoken of his
shock after scooping the best novel prize at the
2012 World Fantasy Awards.

Lavie, pictured above with the trophy, beat off the
challenge of world famous authors Stephen King and
George RR Martin to win one of the most coveted
prizes in genre fiction for his book Osama.

He told the Jewish Telegraph: “I was very, very
surprised to even find myself on the shortlist to
start with.

“It is a funny situation for me to be in, because
guys such as Stephen King and George RR Martin
sell millions of copies of their books.”

Set in a world without global terrorism, Osama
follows a private detective hired to locate the
obscure author of a series of pulp fiction novels.

Lavie, who was raised in Israel and South Africa,
was presented with his award at a special banquet in
Toronto on Sunday.

He is the first Israeli to be nominated in the
award’s 37-year history.

� Osama is published by Solaris, priced £7.99. For more
about Lavie, visit http://lavietidhar.wordpress.com


